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foreign countries—the United States and Germany; but there
may have been some sagging in native efficiency. British coal
production was 373 tons per miner in 1871; in 1881 it had risen
to 403 tons; and in 1891 it was down to 358 tons.1 With the
miners' trade unions, which grew much stronger during this
period, the policy of regulating the output of coal in proportion
to the demand for it at the current price had always remained a
leading principle;2 and occasions for asserting it were now fre-
quent. The rivalry of the coal-fields abroad helped to make them
so, though less by direct sales competition than through the crea-
tion of competitive metallurgies. Our export of coal itself, always
the highest in the world, rose rapidly at this period; 12 million
tons in 1870, 19 millions in 1880, 29 millions in 1889. The pru-
dence of increasing it had already been questioned by W. S.
Jevons3 upon long-view grounds; but for a country needing many
bulky imports it possessed the great merit of providing outward
ships with bulky cargoes. During the seventies the general intro-
duction of mechanical fans enabled mines to be sunk deeper;
while better equipment for winding and haulage made it prac-
ticable to drive the underground 'roads' much farther from the
shaft* But England did not lead in these inventions; they came
from abroad.4
The vigour displayed by the English of that age in the fields
which we have briefly reviewed was matched by them in many
others. The country regarded itself as *the workshop of the world9
—a phrase then universal, which expressed not an aspiration, but
a fact. The comparative trade figures quoted above, astonish-
ing as they are, do less than justice to it; for the export trade of
the United States was as yet almost entirely in food and raw
materials; whereas the great bulk of British export values was
in manufactured goods. Coal was the only raw material which
we sold in very large quantities; our copper, tin, and lead out-
puts, which earlier in the century were important, had been
supplanted by the far more copious foreign ore-fields. Our lead-
ing export manufactures were still the textiles, in which we had
pioneered the industrial revolution a century before. In the
five years 1880-4 the average annual value of our goods sold
 *	Professor Glapham's figures; Mulhall's reckoning gave lower results.
 *	S, and B, Webb, Industrial Democracy (1897), p. 447,
3	t/m Coal Question (1865)*
4	The fans from Belgium, an invention of first-class importance.

